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Puerto Rico
  A British Postal Agency at San Juan from 1844. On October 24, 1872 

further offices were opened at Aguadilla, Arroyo, Mayaguez and 

Ponce.Naguabo was added three years later.

  Great Britain stamps were used from 1865 to 1877.A small number of 

letters appear to have used the San Juan postal agency between 1866 and 

1873 due to various natural disasters and the hostile attitude of the 

local authorities. All the British Agencies closed on May 1, 1877.



The British Black Penny was first issued on May 6, 1840.

Sir Rowland Hill is credited for its creation.

Did you Know?

The truth is, the mail carriage had problems.
Prior to 1840, letters were given to boat captains. 
The receiver was expected to pay for the letters.
As a consequence mail was being refuse or not pick up.
Captains were also refusing to deliver the mail.
To rectify the situation Sir Rowland Hill invented the use of 
the postage stamp forcing the sender to pay for the letters to 
be deliver.

Puerto Rico just as most of the important world ports, was 
doing business with the British ships for years. 
When the concept of postage stamps was created Puerto Rico 
embraced the change  



Did you Know?
No real international mail delivery system was available.
In 1844 the British Consular office in San Juan commence to use the 
system. 
At this time Spain was not using any delivery system.
Spain issued its first Stamp in 1850.
Cuba, Philippines and Puerto Rico did not received stamps from Spain 
until 1856, and local post offices were created.
The British Offices Abroad were controlling the world postal services, 
After all they created the system that is used till this day.
Stanley Gibbons mention the problems that was promoted between Puerto 
Rico postal office and the British postal office. 
The reality was that Spain was competing with the British and French 
fleet with no success.



In late 1872 and early 1873 the british and the local Puertorican 
authorities negotiated a deal, based on Spain internal disputes.
Great Britain recognized five Consular offices in Puerto Rico 
(Aguadilla, Arroyo, Mayaguez, Naguabo, and Ponce) as the local  
Puertorican government intent to become self- governing.

Did you Know?





Questions

Question 0ne:

● How Many stamps would there be in 
a whole sheet of 1D (Penny) black 
or red rose? 

● Why?



Questions

Question 0ne:

● 240 stamps per sheet.

● 240 Penny’s equal one pound



Questions

Question Two:

● What other Country besides Great 
Britain operated Post Offices in 
Puerto Rico?

● What cities?



Questions

Question Two:

● France

● San Juan and Mayaguez from 
1865-1879



Cancellations used in Puerto Rico
By 

British Consular Post Offices From 1844-1876



Questions

Question Three:

● What Postal Service System did 
Sir Rowland Hill created?

● What system was it copy from?



Questions

Question Three:

● The Great Britain current system 
in 1840

● It was base on the Roman system 
establish at that time.















Puerto Rico 
British Postal Agency

Aguadilla



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico F84

1S Green Plate 12 Z12
Long Cancelation





Puerto Rico 
British Postal Agency

Arroyo



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Arroyo, Puerto Rico F83
4D Vermilion Plate 14 Z20

Long Cancelation





Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Arroyo, Puerto Rico F83
4D Vermilion Plate 14 Z20

1865



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Arroyo, Puerto Rico F83
6D Grey Plate 14 Z24
Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Arroyo, Puerto Rico F83
1S Green Plate 12 Z29

Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico 
British Postal Agency

Mayaguez



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico F85
1D Red Rose Plate 185 Z33

Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico F85
4D Vermillon Plate 12

1865 Z38



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico F85
4D Vermillon Plate 13 Z38

Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico F85
4D Vermillon Plate 12 Z38

1865



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico F85
10D Red Brown Plate 2 Z48

Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico F85

25 Blue 1867 Z51
Long Cancelation



Letter send from Mayaguez Puerto Rico
On 2/25/1876 to Madame Veune Galas
Chapelle Guillaume La Bazoche Gouet

Eure ET Loir France
Stamp Two 1D Z33 and One 3D Z37
Cancellations PD Postage Due Paid 
London Mayaguez Porto Rico 2/25/76

ANGLAMB CELAIS 4/16/76



Letter send from Mayaguez Puerto Rico
On January 4, 1876 to Ginebrar Hermano

Puerto Plata
Stamp 4D Z38 PL. 14

Cancellations Falbe & Co Mayaguez, PR 
Cancellation Mayaguez PR January 4, 1876



Puerto Rico 
British Postal Agency

Ponce



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Ponce,Puerto Rico F88
Vermillon 4D Pl 12

1865 Z69



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Ponce,Puerto Rico F88

4D Vermillion Plate 14 Z6
Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
Ponce,Puerto Rico F88

1S Green Plate 5
1867 Z78



Puerto Rico 
British Postal Agency

San Juan



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
1D Red Rose Plate 107 Z84

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 12 Z90        

Strip of four Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 14 Z90        

San Juan Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 9 Z90        

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 11 Z90        

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 11 Z90        

Medium Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 11 Z90        

Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 12 Z90        

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 13 Z90        

Medium Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
4D Vermilion Plate 14 Z90        

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
6D Grey Plate 15 Z98            

1873



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
10D Red Rose Z102 1867           

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
10D Red Rose Z102 Plate 1            

Long Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
1S Green Plate 4 Z103            

Fat Cancelation



Puerto Rico

Sociedad Filatelica de 
Puerto Rico

British Post Offices Abroad
San Juan,Puerto Rico C61
1S Green Plate 4 Z103            

Fat Cancelation
Two Stamps Dated Aug. 10,1868


